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AFTER receiving more than 500 en-
tries from 49 countries, the Heart of
Gold International FilmFestival has
closed submissions for the 2011 film
selections.
Now the real work begins for fes-
tival directorMalcolmBlaylock as it
is from this collection that a world-
class line up of comedies, dramas,
animations and documentaries
must be created and programmed.
With nearly 200 films scheduled –
along with special events, forums
and industryworkshops – theHeart
of Gold selection process is quite an
undertaking.
When the festival opensonMarch
17, audiences will be treated to a
program showcasing the work of
filmmakers from our own backyard,
and from across the globe.
To ensure the growth of Heart of

Gold’s program, Malcolm spent ex-
tensive time in 2010 travelling to glo-
bal film hot spots and festivals in
2010 while meeting with a wide
spectrum of filmmakers.
In particular, his attendance at
the highly regarded InterfilmBerlin
(Germany) and Clermont Ferrand
(France) film festivals gaveMalcolm
insight into the best in the world of
short film.
Additionally, Malcolm reviewed
hundreds of submissions that ar-
rived through the festival’s online
portal.
Receiving films ‘without a box’
has enabled independent filmmak-
ers to submit films that otherwise
might not get a viewing and gives
theHeart of Gold a chance to screen
original work.
The program will be launched at

6pmonThursday, February 17 at the
Gympie Civic Centre.
Heart of Gold invites everyone to
attend the celebration, grab a pro-
gram and book tickets for any ses-
sion throughout the festival.

WORLD CLASS: A screenshot from
the 2010 film Oh My God, Dear God,
which is Polish.

Contributed

Submissions closed Arrested
ON Saturday, Gympie police
arrested two juveniles who
allegedly broke into
Southside businesses
between December 4 and
February 5.
One of theGympie boys, 14,
was charged in relation to six
break and enters and the
other, also aged 14, was
charged with five break and
enter offences.

Drug bust
AN Amamoor man was
charged with allegedly
producing dangerous drugs,
allegedly possessing
dangerous drugs and
utensils and allegedly
possessing things used in
connection with the
commission of a crime after
police searched a Harrys
Creek Road home on
Saturday. Imbil police,
Gympie CIB and CPIU
officers executed a warrant
and found 98 cannabis plants
growing in the ground and a
further 130 plants growing
hydroponically at the house.
Also recovered was more
than 3kg of dried cannabis.
The man, 50, is due to appear
in Gympie Magistrates Court
on February 21.

Council injuries
COUNCIL employees had
four near-miss accidents last
month – three damaged
property, and one incident
required medical treatment.

NEWSBRIEFS

THIS year’s Heart of Gold Interna-
tional Film Festival has received
extra funding support from the
Queensland Government, through
Events Queensland, following the
recent devastating floods. Festival
general manager Brett Houghton
said the contributionwould ensure
the festivalwent aheaddespite the

challenging times.
Mr Houghton said festival-goers
could expect higher quality in
terms of uplifting and inspiring
films, and would enjoy a superior
projection and sound experience
above and beyond that of previous
years thanks to the generosity of
various in-kind sponsorships.

More than 500 film entries received


